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Principal’s Message 
 

In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus said, “But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out.” (JN:1-10) Thinking about our Lord as the Good Shepherd was certainly a fitting way for me to frame last 
week’s national observance of Teacher Appreciation Week. 
 
At St. Therese Catholic School, we are blessed, indeed! In much the same way that a shepherd knows his sheep, our 
teachers come to know their students. At great personal sacrifice, our teachers work tirelessly in the formation and 
education of our children. With humble, caring hearts, our teachers work daily to know, love, and lead their students. 
 
Allow me to state the obvious. The sudden school closures and subsequent COVID-19 remote learning protocols have 
made this academic school year unlike any other. Our teachers were thrust into the role of remote learning teachers 
within a matter of days and weeks. Without missing a beat, they all rallied together and made the best of the situation in 
innovative and engaging ways. 
 
I would bet that our school parents have gotten a pretty clear glimpse into “a day in the life” of a teacher over the past 
eight weeks. I think it is also safe to say that we have all found greater appreciation for teachers as we have seen just 
how much they do and how their passion to help students learn and grow has spilled over into remote (home) 
classrooms. 
 
For me, every week is Teacher Appreciation Week around here. Even though the time for the national observance has 
passed, I urge you to join me in thanking our St. Therese teachers for their immense work and the positive impact that 
they continue to make in the lives of our children. 
 
As we begin planning for next year’s fall athletic program, we need to hear from you! 
 

 If you have a student (girl) in grades 5 – 8 who wants to play volleyball, please send an email to Mrs. Chapin 
with your child’s name and the grade she is entering. This feedback is important as it helps us plan for 
coaches. 

 If you have a student (boy) in grades 5 – 8 who wants to play football, please send an email to Mrs. Chapin 
with your child’s name and the grade they are entering. This feedback is important as it helps us plan for 
coaches. 

 If you have any questions or concerns please email Mrs. Chapin, mchapin@sttheresefw.org. 
 
 
Peace, 
 
Rick J. Ruhl 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

 


